
 

1 

MPs: Set your priorities straight! 

 In his famous novel, ‘A Man of the Peo-

ple’, Nigerian author, Chinua Achebe la-

mented the toxic behaviour by elected 

officials who, during election time, 

promise heaven on earth to the elec-

torate in their quest to stay in or as-

sume power. Upon their election, the 

same politicians create a buffer zone 

between themselves and the electorate, 

choosing to promote personal interests 

and agendas as opposed to represent-

ing the views and interests of their con-

stituencies. ‘A man of the people’ suc-

cinctly highlights the tragedy of African 

politics where most MPs view political 

office as a platform for self- aggrandise-

ment and primitive accumulation of 

wealth.  

Zimbabwe’s Members of Parliament as-

sumed power in 2008 following a gen-

eral election held in March of the same 

year. Since their assumption of power 

MPs from across the political divide 

have tabled one demand after the other 

ranging from demand for all terrain ve-

hicles to carry out their duties (although 

some of them hardly set foot in their 

constituencies), increase in sitting al-

lowances,  exemption from paying ZESA 

bills and salaries to second vehicles. Re-

cently, the MPs implored government to 

award them residential stands.   

While it is an undisputable fact that like 

any other individual, they deserve some 

form of remuneration for the work 

which they do, it is equally a fact that 

since it began sitting in 2008, much 

bickering and politicking has affected 

the output of Parliament. Coupled with 

this, is the extent to which Parliamen-

tarians have spent so much time raising 

personal concerns rather than constitu-

ency based issues. Some even clandes-

tinely used resources earmarked for 

community development under the Con-

stituency Development Fund (CDF) to 

enrich themselves.  

The disconnect between the demands of 

the MPs and the lived realities of their 

constituencies raises concerns over 

where their priorities lie. Operation Mu-

rambatsvina, implemented by President 

Robert Mugabe’s regime in 2005, left an 

estimated 1, 5 million people homeless 

while Operation Garikai, which was sup-

posed to ease the housing quandary, 

failed dismally. In Harare alone, 500 

000 people are on the city council wait-

ing list for residential stands according 

to the Combined Harare Residents Asso-

ciation (CHRA) yet the MPs expect pref-

erential treatment. The question is, who 

will stand up for the 1,5 million people 

affected by Operation Murambatsvina 

and the 500,000 people who are also 

lodging and have no properties when 

the MPs who are tasked with represent-

ing their interests continue pushing for 

personal agendas?  

Contact  Us : 04-704418 / 0772471668 Email : info@crisis.co.zw / publications@crisis.co.zw Web :www.crisiszimbabwe.org 

http://www.crisiszimbabwe.org


 

2 

‘The major issue here is MPs are supposed to pursue local issues from 

their communities yet they continue to push personal issues. One then 

wonders whether Parliament has been turned into a self seeking platform. 

Who should we send now with our grievances?’ said CHRA Director, Mr. 

Mfundo Mlilo during an interview with The Crisis Report.  

While MPs are making personal demands, Zimbabweans continue to bear the brunt 

of mismanagement of resources and corruption. According to April 2012 United 

Nations (UN) estimates, at least 1.5 million people need food aid in the country, a 

number which is expected to increase. Food insecurity is largely attributed to the 

chaotic farm invasions which resulted in the near total collapse of the agricultural 

sector. Moreover, the crisis in the country which reached its peak in 2008, resulted 

in increased instability in the health and education sectors. The Zimbabwe Demo-

graphic Health Survey for 2010-2011 revealed that the Maternal Mortality Rate for 

the country stands at 960 per 100 000 live births meaning that one in every 100 

women dies while giving birth owing to absence of adequate qualified medical per-

sonnel. Such a scenario raises concerns over whether Zimbabwe’s legislators are 

serious about reviving the health sector.  

Additionally, key bills which are detrimental to the holding of free and fair elections 

such as the Constitution, Public Order and Security Act (POSA) Amendment Bill 

and the Electoral Amendment Bill are still pending yet legislators continue concen-

trating on personal matters. It is time that the country’s MPs take their work seri-

ously by representing the interests of their communities and refrain from seeking 

personal gains.  
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29 Glenview residents still languishing in prison 

The fundamental principle underlying the right to a fair trial is that every individu-

al is presumed to be innocent until proven guilty. Thus no one individual should be 

treated like a criminal until a court of law has passed a decision declaring them so. 

Even if the circumstantial evidence points to the guilt of the individual, they must 

still be given the opportunity to go through all the motions of a trial to present 

their case, present mitigating circumstances if they are there and receive a sen-

tence that is proportionate to the gravity of their crime. The major problem with 

the justice system in Zimbabwe is that the application of these factors is always 

unpredictable and their fair application seems to depend on the political affiliation 

of both the victim and the accused.  

 

There has been unwarranted harassment and intimidation of MDC activists who 

were detained, released and then detained again in remand prison for the past 11 

months for allegedly murdering a Glenview police officer in May 2011. They are 

being held in unsanitary, overcrowded conditions, receiving inadequate food, and 

constantly denied bail. The High Court of Zimbabwe keeps postponing their bail 

hearing indefinitely since their arrests and imprisonment, stating that they are a 

flight risk.  

 

While it is also reported that they were severely assaulted, tortured, brutalised 

and denied access to medical treatment, the state sponsored public media houses 

are making noise about it, broadcasting and spreading falsehoods that MDC-T 

members connived to kill the police officer. The public media is neither the police 

nor the prosecuting authority but have already concluded that the 29 Glen View 

residents are guilty. However, as Zimbabweans debate and analyze this unfortu-

nate incident, it imperative to draw it closer by making a retrospective look into 

almost all or similar incidences that have taken place in the countrylately.  

 

On 17 March 2012, police in the mining town of Shamva, in the Mashonaland Cen-

tral Province of Zimbabwe, killed a man, Luxmore Chivambo. His crime was appar-

ently related to the disappearance of a purse containing some money and a cell 

phone of the wife of the officer in charge at Shamva Police Station. Residents at 

Ashley Mining compound, including Luxmore, were savagely attacked by police of-

ficers as the officers tried to recover the stolen ‘goods’. The police officers who 

were seen killing them were released on $50 bail  by the same court which has on 

numerous time dragged their feet  and denied bail to the 29 
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The million dollar question that lingers in the minds of many, as the selective in-

vestigation process is currently underway is; Are police officers more important 

than ordinary civilians, hence making their alleged murders more critical and their 

alleged assailants guiltier than those who kill ordinary people? Is the known crime 

of police officers, who clearly ill-treated citizens to whom they owe a constitutional 

mandate to protect, a less serious offence than that of rowdy citizens who alleged-

ly attacked a police officer?  

 

Justice goes far beyond the court room, as its fundamental goal is to build a 

peaceful democracy in Zimbabwe, it should not be delayed nor denied We are all 

equal before the law.  
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KISS FM cries foul over radio licenses 

 

KISS FM representatives on 10 May 2012 bemoaned the adjudication process em-

ployed by the Broadcasting Authority of Zimbabwe (BAZ) in the awarding of com-

mercial radio  broadcasting licences. 

The representatives were giving oral evidence before the  Parliamentary Portfolio 

Committee on Media, Information and Communication Technology during a com-

mittee meeting held at Parliament Building in Harare. 

Also appearing before the same committee were the recently licensed Zimpapers 

Talk Radio and AB Communications. The meeting was chaired by Committee 

Chairperson, Honourable Settlement Chikwinya. 

KISS FM directors Sharon Mugabe and Phibion Gwatidzo felt that the adjudication 

process was not conducted fairly as the other competing parties had an opportuni-

ty to sit in and listen to their presentation during the public hearings into the ap-

plications. 

They said this could have given the competitors opportunity to rework any aspects 

they had not addressed in their application. 

The KISS FM directors noted that in terms of finances, human resources and expe-

rience, they were better placed as compared to their competitors, some of whom 

were finally awarded the licences. 

Meanwhile, the two companies that were awarded the licences, were also given an 

opportunity to present their roll out plans and other related issues. Zimpapers Talk 

Radio which was represented by Justin Mutasa, Admire Taderera and Pikirayi 

Deketeke, will start broadcasting within the next two months according to the trio. 

 

Questioned on the autonomy of the broadcaster’s editorial content given its close 
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affiliation to the state-controlled Zimpapers, Deketeke said the radio’s operations 

would be influenced by economic factors and not by  any other assumed forces. 

Supa Mandiwanzira of AB Communications  dismissed as speculation they had 

been awarded the licence on the basis of alleged political links to Zanu PF. 

  

END 
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